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CREDITS

The production of Mystic Mass is the re-
sult of a multicultural crew’s collabora-
tive work. Several filmmakers, of differ-
ent nationalities, joined efforts to shoot 
the ceremony :

THE TEAM’S STATEMENT 

Picture a painting by Brueghel, where the most prosaic, domestic and 
everyday events are intertwined with intense ecstatic religious mo-
ments; all on one canvas spanning more than 250 characters. This is 
the documentary Mystic Mass. 
Although the ceremony has little equivalent in history, it is safe to 
compare it to the flagellanti of the medieval ages, who would walk 
from village to village, during the lent period, flagellating themselves 
in preparation for Easter – as they can be seen in Bergman’s Seventh 
Seal.

In order to emphasize the mass as one whole, indivisible unit, (and not 
merely as a sum of individuals) Mystic Mass treats the mass as the 
main character of the film : it describes its formation and its disrup-
tion, it shows its charismatic leaders, its songs, banners, symbols and 
rituals ; and most of all, it puts the emphasis on the mecanisms that 
structure it and lead it to ecstatic, mystical levels, in order to keep the 
memory of Imam Hussein and of his sacrifice alive.
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SYNOPSIS

Every year, thousands of Shia gather in the town 
of Nabatiyyeh, Lebanon, to commemorate the 
death of Imam Hussein, killed in battle 1,434 
years ago. They proceed to very long proces-
sions, self-flagellation and self-mutilation, and 
reenact the martyrdom of Imam Hussein with 
their own blood and flesh.

MYSTIC MASS documents the ceremony, and 
provides an exhaustive description of how the 
mass is formed, how it attains its highest mysti-
cal levels, and how it dissolves - all within 24h.
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Nemesis Films, a Montreal-based production company, is constantly looking for creative, bold, meaningful fiction and documentary 
projects, long and short. The goal is simple and straightforward : to bring young filmmakers’ visions to the screen, no matter what.
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